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                    WEEK 2
BEING A WITNESS
I. Praise & Worship, followed by Opening Prayer
II. Welcome first-timers and guests (or this can be done before Praise & Worship)

III. Praise reports, follow-up of last week’s activity, challenge, etc.  (Did you pray with someone this week?  Did you witness to someone this week?  Just ask 1-2 persons to share briefly).

IV. LESSON

Warm Up:
· How do you feel for people who does not have the same beliefs/values/faith as you have? 
· How do you connect with them?
Word: 
Acts 10:44

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message.
BACKGROUND OF THE STORY:
Acts 10 begins with a centurion- a Gentile. He was devout and sincere. He did not have much knowledge of God but he was a seeker of God. He encounters an angel who instructs him to send for Peter who was staying in Joppa at the time.

At about the same time God gives a vision to Peter about eating food that appears to be ceremonially unclean. He is instructed to go with the messengers of Cornelius. 

He arrives at Cornelius' house and begins to share Jesus. The Holy Spirit comes down upon these Gentiles and they begin to speak in tongues.

Up until this point the Jews really believed that the Gospel was just for them. It was a shock to the Jewish companions of Peter that God had accepted the Gentiles.

** Gentile – from the Greek word ethnos 

· a multitude (whether of men or of beasts) associated or living together

· a company, troop, swarm

· a multitude of individuals of the same nature or genus

· the human family

· a tribe, nation, people group

· in the OT, foreign nations not worshipping the true God, pagans, Gentiles

· Paul uses the term for Gentile Christians

· What do you think is your part as a child of God, believer of Jesus Christ in sharing the Gospel?
· Describe how you feel about sharing the Gospel to others (who is not yet a follower of Jesus Christ)? 

· What difference does knowing Christ do in your life? Is it worth sharing to others?
· How can our group help/pray for you with regards to our topic today? 

Here are several things we need to learn from Acts 10:
· Never try to do God's work for Him. Let God do what He wants.

· Never decide what God should do, but rather, ask Him what He wants to do and how He wants you to be a part of it.

· Accept God's work in others even when you don't like the individuals that God is working on.

· Be open to the fact that your enemy may get saved before your friend.

· Never write anyone off as “unsavable” or a “hopeless case”.

· Always look for God's work in people's lives and when you see it, accept that work as real and genuine.

Some Scriptures to ponder:
Romans 10:14
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?
1 Corinthians 9:16

Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 
Acts 10:39-42

39“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree,40but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Isaiah 43:10-12

10“You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord,

“and my servant whom I have chosen,

so that you may know and believe me

and understand that I am he.

Before me no god was formed,

nor will there be one after me.

11I, even I, am the Lord,

and apart from me there is no savior.

12I have revealed and saved and proclaimed—

I, and not some foreign god among you.

You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “that I am God.

VI. CHALLENGE
1. Ask the Lord specifically who to pray for, what to pray about and how God can use you.  Act upon it with faith and be prepared to share next week.

2. Witness to someone and invite them to church or to the group!:-)

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Dates to remember):

· February 17 – 18 

Encounter God Retreat

· February 19 

Start of H.A.B.I.T.S., S.O.L. 1 and S.O.L. 2 Classes

· February 25

Annual Membership Meeting 2012

· Wednesdays

COGM Prayer Service
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