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FEBRUARY 2012 

   
                    WEEK 1

PRAYING IN GROUPS
I. Praise & Worship, followed by Opening Prayer
II. Welcome first-timers and guests (or this can be done before Praise & Worship)

III. Praise reports, follow-up of last week’s activity, challenge, etc.  (Did you pray with someone this week?  Did you witness to someone this week?  Just ask 1-2 persons to share briefly).

IV. LESSON

Warm Up:
Ask members to give their thoughts concerning prayer. You can ask them to choose one of the following questions and share their answer to the group.  Make sure everybody shares.
· Who should pray?

· What is prayer? 
· What happens when you pray?

· When do you pray? 
· When should you pray?
· Where do you pray?

· Why does a person pray?
Word:

Matthew 18: 19-20

19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”

There is power in agreement.  In Jewish culture, a matter is confirmed when there is a witness.  What was agreed upon was then as good as done.  That’s why this scripture is so powerful. 

Effective group prayer seldom ‘just happens’.  Here are some principles for your group prayers to be effective:
1. Effective prayer in small groups is a skill to be learned.
Like all disciplines of the Christian life, prayer in small groups is something to be learned. It may mean learning a new attitude, but there are skills to be acquired, too. So if you don’t know yet how to pray in a group setting, don’t worry, you can learn together!
2. The best way to learn to pray in groups is to pray in groups!

Talking together about how to pray in our small groups will be helpful, but the best way to learn about prayer is by praying.  
Remember that it’s not really  about the length of prayer or how loud you pray.  Pray from the heart, pray simply, pray in faith.  We don’t pray to impress, we pray to connect with God.  Pray in a way that everyone can hear you clearly so that they can agree with your prayer. Start simple, be the model.

3. Effective group prayer needs to be planned.

Prayer is a vital avenue for relationship-building with God, and for expressing cooperative partnership in what HE is doing, so energy and time should be invested, to ensure it happens – and happens well… PRAYERFULLY PLAN!

· Plan the songs for worship

· Plan how you will be praying as a group, whether you will go around the circle and say one-sentence prayers or if you will get a partner and pray.  Give clear instructions.

· Plan how you are going to end the prayer

4. Planning encourages sensitivity to the Holy Spirit.
There is nothing magical about prayer. ‘Successful prayer’ is not assured by any specific methods or skills. However, the experience of many small groups is that when they creatively structure their prayer experiences, they discover themselves opening up to God in new ways. Often, to their surprise, they move further than they imagined possible, in fulfilling God’s purpose for them.

(Mostly taken from Praying Together: Equipping Small Groups to Grow their Prayer Potential by Allan Harkness)

V. PRAY!
This year we believe for this to be the year of God’s favor.  This means that we are expecting the Lord’s presence to be very clearly seen in our lives.  We expect answers to our prayers.  We expect fruitfulness in our lives and ministry.  As we pray let us join our hearts and believe.  
Our prayer focus for this month is to pray for God’s favor as we WIN PEOPLE for JESUS.  Meaning, we will expect God to use us in spreading the good news that Jesus saves.  We will pray for boldness to share the gospel and bring people to a living personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
Luke 5:31-32

31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

Acts 1:8

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

· Pray for every person who does not have a relationship with God to see their need for Jesus and repent of their sinful ways.

· Pray for your family members and relatives who do not know Jesus. 

· Pray for your friends, classmates and/or officemates who do not know Jesus. 

· Pray for your own neighborhood that they may know Christ.

· Pray for God to use you to share the Good news to them.

· Pray for every believer/member of COGM to win a friend, relative, officemate and/ or a classmate for Jesus.
As you close ask your members for other prayer concerns that they wanted the group to agree on in prayer. Ask for a volunteer to pray, if there’s none be the one to pray. Then close the meeting with prayer of thanksgiving for God’s favor to all the concerns that your group had prayed for.

NOTE: Make sure to set an example both in attitude and action as you lead the group in prayer.  
VI.  CHALLENGE

1. Pray for and with someone this week.  Not just pray for them during your quiet time, but to actually be with them and pray for them.  It may be for a need or to simply ask the Lord to bless them.

2. Share how good God is to someone this week.  Witness to someone and invite them to church or to the group!:-)

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Dates to remember):

· February 14 

Happy Heart, Happy Earth (Fun Run 2012)
· February 17 – 18 

Encounter God Retreat

· February 19 

Start of H.A.B.I.T.S., S.O.L. 1 and S.O.L. 2 Classes
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Life group ministries

